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Boys have particular 
needs in the 
classroom.  Many 
teachers do provide 
boys with motivation 
and discipline to do 
well in school.   



In this brief book I 
have pointed out 
some of the things 
that teachers can do 
to make a significant 
difference to boys 
during classroom 



learning.  These 
strategies are simple 
to implement and can 
make a big 
difference to how 
well boys learn. 



They are taken from 
my Boys Learn 
Differently seminar. 
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Thank you 
 
From the Boys in 
your classroom 
 
 
 
 



 

Thank you for 
providing me 
with short 
bursts of 
activity. 



 
 
Thank you for 
showing that 
you like me. 



 
 
Thank you for 
telling me where 
to sit in class. 
 



 



Thank you for 
giving me plenty 
of visual 
examples in 
class. 
 



Thank you for 
showing me the 
big picture to 
get me motivated 
at the start of 
lessons. 



 
 
Thank you for 
giving me wiggle 
room. 
 



Thank you for 
providing 
opportunities for 
me to compete in 
teams. 
 



 
Thank you for 
delegating tasks 
when I work in 
groups. 
 



 
Thank you for 
giving me 
chances to start 
again. 
 



 
Thank you for 
not talking too 
much. 
 
 



 
Thank you for 
creating lessons 
which are fast-
paced with 
short-term goals. 



 
Thank you for 
challenging me 
with problems. 
 
 



 



Thank you for 
allowing me to 
use humour in 
my learning 
environment. 
 



Thank you for 
allowing me to 
talk and listen to 
others before 
starting a writing 
assignment. 



 
 
Thank you for 
disciplining me 
up close (zone 3). 
 



 
Thank you for 
giving me rules 
and reasons for 
them. 
 



Thank you for 
sitting me in a 
bean bag when I 
become angry. 
 
 



 
Thank you for 
responding to my 
anger in a calm 
way. 
 



 
Thank you for 
letting my 
parents know 
that I am doing 
OK. 



 
Thank you for 
getting to know 
me outside the 
classroom. 
 



 
Thank you for 
using encouraging 
and calming 
words with me. 
 



 
Thank you for 
taking me for 
walk when I 
need to talk. 
 



 
Thank you for 
not looking into 
my face when 
we are chatting. 
 



 



 
Thank you for 
keeping me busy 
in the classroom. 
 



 
Thank you for 
giving me 
opportunities to 
talk before I 
start to write. 



 
 
Thank you for 
smiling at me and 
using my name. 
 



 
Thank you for 
highlighting 
difficult ideas 
with visual 
examples. 



 
Thank you for 
being a positive 
role model whom I 
can admire and 
learn from. 



Thank you for 
building a 
friendly 
relationship with 
me. 
 



Thank you for 
helping me up 
close (zone 3). 
 
 



Thank you for 
getting to know 
my preferred 
learning styles. 
 
 



 



 
Thank you for 
teaching me 
similarities and 
differences. 
 



 
Thank you for 
reading fiction 
aloud to me. 
 
 



Thank you for 
starting every 
lesson with an 
engaging and 
motivating 
activity. 



 
Thank you for 
encouraging me 
to trust in my 
own abilities. 
 



Thank you for 
helping me to be 
who I want to 
be. 
 



 



 
Thank you for 
showing me that 
I am OK; that I 
can like myself. 
 



 
When I feel good 
in your class, I 
will behave 
better. 
 



Thank you for 
helping me to 
accept 
responsibility for 
my behaviour. 
 



Thank you for 
bringing other 
men into our 
classroom to 
learn from. 
 



Thank you for 
varying the pace 
of your lessons 
so that I can 
re-engage after 
losing attention. 



 
Thank you for 
showing me how 
to use mind 
mapping to sort 
out my ideas. 



 
Thank you for 
giving me 
opportunities to 
stand and walk 
during class. 



 



Thank you for 
sending good-
news postcards 
home to my 
parents. 
 



 
Thank you for 
giving me bite-
sized writing 
tasks. 
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